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In this time of Lent, this desert scene taken in 1977 reminds us of 

the time Jesus spent in the desert 40 day and 40 nights.  

Read about my adventures in the desert of Oman also known as 

the empty quarter on page 25. (P. Hope Ed.) 



Our Services this Month 

March 2018 

4th March 2018  3rd Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy communion 

11 am St Mary’s  All Age Worship 
 

11th March 2018  Mothering Sunday 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

18th March 2018  5th Sunday of Lent 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

 

25th March. 2018  Palm Sunday 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy communion 
 

For Services During Holy Week please Refer to the Easter 

Calendar inside the Back Page of the Magazine 
 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van der Walt  07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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 Everyone is welcome – especially You! 

Most of us appreciate receiving invitations to exciting events 

or occasions; be that a birthday party, wedding, other gather-

ing with family or friends, or perhaps the invitation to join 

someone else for a night out, concert, meal or something else. 

When you're invited along to something, it can make you feel 

valued by the person who has invited you, and act as a re-

minder that you're important to them. 

But what about coming to church? Well alongside the regular 

congregation who subscribe to this magazine, I know that 

there are lots of other people who read it for all sorts of other 

wonderful reasons. Perhaps to keep abreast with village life, or 

to also read the regular reports or articles which feature within 

these pages. Or just maybe your favourite part of the maga-

zine each month is the Vicar's letter – as long as it's not too 

long of course! Now I realise that there may be some readers 

who might find it difficult to get along to a church service for 

all sorts of reasons – but remember if that's you, I'm always 

happy to visit you at home if you'd like me to – just let me 

know. To everyone else, I'd like to extend a special invitation 

to each of you, to come along to one of our services or events 

sometime soon; and what better time to think about coming 

to church if you've not been for a while than Easter! 

Easter is a time of joy and celebration! Indeed, it is the great-

est festival of the Christian faith (and from a faith perspective 

even more significant than Christmas), and one to which eve-

ryone is invited to take part. Of course in today's world there 

are all sort of other things which are also associated with this 

time of year: spring flowers, and new animal life being born. 

Chocolate eggs, and perhaps the hope of better weather, with 

the days starting to noticeably become longer as we move fur-

ther into the year. It is also a time of new beginnings, and as 

the clocks go forward (this year on Palm Sunday - 25th 

March), lots of people will be encouraged to have a good clear 

out or 'spring clean' around this time of year too. But it can 

also be a 'new beginning' for faith as well. Perhaps you haven't 

been to church for 'donkeys years', or you just fell out of the 

habit, or perhaps there is some other reason that you've not 
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been for a while – or even ever! It really doesn't matter. It 

would be delightful to see you soon. So as we celebrate the 

renewal of the new life of the risen Christ this Easter, just 

maybe it's time for some spiritual renewal as well. 

Whilst I was thinking about all this, it made me think once 

more of a special welcome notice which I talked about toward 

the end of a sermon – now some weeks ago. Although ac-

cording to their website, it's not original to them, the notice 

I'm referring to is most famously associated with Coventry 

Cathedral, and I feel that it delightfully sums up how each and 

every one of us is not only welcome to visit our churches, ca-

thedrals, and other holy places, but it also acts as a reminder 

that God gave himself for us, all through his son Jesus. Not 

for a select few, but for everyone – and we're all invited to 

share in the adventure of faith and a relationship with God 

through him. And so just very slightly adapted to fit into our 

rural setting, (rather than an urban one), I commend it to you 

in print below: 

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, mar-

ried, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, confused, well-heeled 

or down at heel. We especially welcome wailing babies and 

excited toddlers. We welcome you whether you can sing like 

Pavarotti or just growl quietly to yourself. You’re welcome 

here if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or just got out of 

prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian than the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury, or haven’t been to church since Christ-

mas ten years ago. 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but 

not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too 

fast. We welcome keep-fit mums, football dads, starving art-

ists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, vegans, junk-

food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or still 

addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems, are 

down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organised religion.’ (We’re 

not that keen on it either!) 

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work 

too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because granny 
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is visiting and wanted to come to the church. We welcome 

those who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We offer a spe-

cial welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had 

religion shoved down their throat as kids or got lost on the 

country lanes and wound up here by mistake. We welcome pil-

grims, tourists, seekers, doubters… …and you! 

Whoever you are, you are all truly are welcome to come along 

to any of our services or events, and it would be lovely to see 

you soon; but finally, may I wish you all a very happy and 

blessed Easter celebration over the weeks ahead. 

Paul Watkin. 
The 50/50 Club January 2018 winners   

 

1st Mrs K Lewis,  2nd Mr T Chapman,  3rd Mrs J Nesbitt  
 

**************************** 

From the Registers February 2018 

Weddings  None  Funerals  None Christenings  None 

************************** 

Collects and Reading For March 2018 

4th March. 3rd Sunday of Lent 

All Age Worship 

Readings 

Exodus 20:1-17 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

John 2:13-22 

Collect 

Eternal God, 

give us insight 

to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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11th March. Mothering Sunday 

All Age Eucharist 
Readings 

Exodus 2: 1-10 1  

Colossians 3:12-17 

Luke 2:33-35 

Collect 

God of love, 

passionate and strong, 

tender and careful: 

watch over us and hold us 

all the days of our life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

18th  March 5th Sunday of Lent  

Passiontide begins 

Readings  

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Hebrews 5:5-10 

John 12:20-33 

Collect 

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

25th March Palm Sunday 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Mark 11:1-11 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Philipians 2:5-11 

Mark 14:1-End 15 

Collect 
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True and humble king, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, 

that we may be found beside you 

on the way of the cross, 

which is the path of glory. 
 

29th March Maundy Thursday  

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14  

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Collect 

God our Father, 

your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end 

and drank the cup prepared for him: 

may we who share his table 

watch with him through the night of suffering 

and be faithful. 

 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 6th FEBRUARY 2018 

IN RIVENHALL VILLAGE HALL. 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Knubley, Anderson, 
Turner and Prime. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, and 3 members of the public. 

Before the meeting an open session was held where residents could 
view maps and make comments regarding the BDC proposals for re-
viewing the boundary between Witham and Rivenhall. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to Members’ attention: 

 Streetlights still not working in various parts of the parish – the 
Chairman has raised this at ECC. 

 Parking on various local estate grass verges. 

 Contrary to the information given at the January meeting, the 
tree at the entrance to Foxmead was in fact blown down and not 
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cut down. 

Matters for discussion 

i. Winter salt bag scheme – salt distribution etc 

 A new volunteer distribution network is needed and this will be 
advertised using local social networking. 

 It was agreed not to proceed with any replacement sheds at 
the Village Hall site but to refer to BDC the rat problem under 
the sheds. 

ii. Custom made speed signs for wheelie bins 

 The Clerk has obtained self-adhesive 30mph signs and these 
are available free of charge, 2 per property, upon application 
to either the Clerk or a Parish Councillor. 

iii. Repair to damaged village sign 

The sign was blown down and badly damaged during the gales 
of 17-18th January. It has been reported to the council’s in-
surers and a claim registered. It was unanimously agreed 
that quotes be obtained for repair as required by the council’s 
insurers. 

iv. BDC Governance Review 

Following discussion, and taking into account the comments 
received at the open session prior to  

this meeting, it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk com-
ment to BDC as follows: 

1. The Parish Council agree with the BDC decision regarding the 
existing (and proposed extension of) Eastways Industrial Es-
tate to be included within the Witham Parish boundary. 

2. Although it is recognised that the new residents of the devel-
opment off Forest Road (“Rivenhall Park”) are more likely to 
look to Witham for goods and services, this is not in itself a 
sufficient reason why the Witham Parish boundary should be 
extended to include this development, therefore, the Parish 
Council recommend that this proposal should be withdrawn. 

3. The Clerk to contact Witham Town Council to confirm their 
agreed position on the boundary following comments made by 
one of their members (on the BDC website) that advocated a 
much larger area of land to be transferred to Witham from 
Rivenhall than is proposed by BDC. 

4. That BDC restrict any future discussion to the two sites con-
tained in the consultation document. 

 

v. Data Protection Regulations & Data Protection Officer 

New requirements are due to come into force regarding data 
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handling, which will include parish councils. The Clerk requested 
that Members read the relevant document in the February circu-
lation folder so that a decision as to who will be recommended 
to undertake this role can be made at the April meeting. 

vi. Highway & PRoW matters 

 Overnight patching repairs have been undertaken along Church 
Road and Park Road through to Silver End and appear to be to a 
good standard. 

 Repair work is to be undertaken at the A12 underpass on Henry 
Dixon Road. 

 Vehicle parking is eroding the grass verges along St. Mary’s 
Road and other estate roads – the Clerk will produce some no-
tices politely asking for consideration of not doing this as the 
verges are quickly damaged by vehicle parking when the ground 
is soft. Also enquiries will be made about possibly restricting ve-
hicular access onto the Village Green. 

 The replacement of the concrete bollards along Henry Dixon 
Road/Oak Road remains outstanding as does the repair to the 
damaged streetlight – the Chairman will chase ECC on these 
items. 

 A domestic driveway has been opened up for use on Oak Road 
that is believed to be not approved due to safety concerns – 
BDC Planning Enforcement to be approached. 

vii. General maintenance 

 Replacement tree at the entrance to Foxmead to be considered 
at the March meeting. 

 Replacement signs at the recycling site will also be considered 
at the March meeting. 

 It was agreed not to proceed with the employment of another 
litter picker for the present time. 

 Planning Applications 

17/01215/LBC: External repair and internal alterations – 
Rivenhall Place. 

Members had no comments to make concerning this applica-
tion. 

18/00069/FUL: Conversion of agricultural building to resi-
dential – Barn at Ford Farm, Church Road. 

Members supported this application as it corresponded with 

the suggestions included within the Village Design Statement 

and also requesting that careful consideration be given to con-

trol of any proposed external lighting, and particularly no use 
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of white lighting, as the ecological report accompanying the 

application had identified 5 bat species at and near the site. 

The Chairman declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item 

as the same 5 bat species had been identified in the vicinity 

of where he lived and given the proximity could be part of 

the same population. 

18/00101/FUL: Storage unit to store plant and machinery 

for site maintenance – Rivenhall Place. 

Members had no comments to make concerning this applica-

tion. 

ESS/65/17/BTE:  Change of use of land for stocking of pro-

cessed materials until 1st April 2035 – Colemans Farm, Lt. 

Braxted Lane. 

It was unanimously agreed that objections be raised as follows: 

1. The proposed stockpile is close to the existing bridleway 

and operations could cause horses to become fractious. 

2. The stockpile should be maintained on existing quarry 

land as identified in the agreed planning consent and not 

be extended onto agricultural land. 

CC/BTE/03/18/PRE: Proposed flood alleviation works – land 

near Forest Road. Members had no comments to make con-

cerning this application. 

It was agreed that the Clerk write to BDC indicating that with 

regard to the planning application for 23 Church Road, the council 

had objected to this application rather than simply submitting 

comments. 

Ongoing Major Issues: 

A12 & A120 Projects.  

a. A12 – The recommended route announcement is still due 

“during winter 2017/18”. 

b. A120 – Members’ Forum meeting on Tuesday 20th Febru-

ary at BDC offices. The West Tey publicity indicates the 

A120 close to the southern boundary of that “Garden 

Community”.  

Post meeting notes: 

The A120 route announcement is now expected from ECC in 

June. 

In 2019 Highways England and the Government will state 
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whether or not they agree with that route and whether there is 

funding. 

If agreed, construction to be 2023-2026. 

The A12 route announcement by Highways England may now 

be in March – though that is not 100% certain.   

Construction is now due to start in September 2020 (6 months 

later than originally stated) and is likely to start at Chelmsford.  

Waste Site 

The latest planning applications are due to be consid-

ered by ECC in late March at the earliest. 

Highways Panel 

The Chairman reported following the January meeting 

of the Panel: 

The Panel recommended deletion of 3 Rivenhall 

schemes which the Chairman managed to persuade 

them not to do for now. Officers agreed to meet on site 

(7th February) to look at these three items - Rectory 

Lane junction, the bend signage on Rickstones Road 

and the potential locations for the horse riding signs. 

ECC officers now state that electronic signage may be 

considered for Oak Road to warn of the low railway 

bridge given the repeated instances of HGV drivers ig-

noring the existing signage and getting stuck. The 

Chairman started that all reports he gets of HGVs 

breaching the restrictions, including photos taken by 

residents, etc, are being forwarded to ECC. 

Correspondence 

BDC has prepared a draft planning enforcement strategy doc-

ument, which is open for consultation up to Wednesday 7th 

March – the day after the next PC meeting. A copy of this was 

included in the current circulation folder for Members’ atten-

tion before the next meeting. 

Information exchange and items for the March agenda 

The wall outside The Matchyns, Rivenhall End has been badly dam-
aged. 

Ten minute public feedback 

 The promised cycle path opposite Colemans Quarry, along Little 
Braxted Road has not been created – this will be chased via the 
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Quarry Liaison arrangements with ECC officers. 

The cost of the proposed horse riding signs along Rickstones Road 
was questioned in the light of current financial restraint. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 6th March at Henry Dixon Hall and 3rd April at Rivenhall 
Village Hall, both starting at 8pm. 

 

The Henry Dixon Road Underpass 

When contractors started their recent maintenance work at the 

A12’s Henry Dixon Road underpass, I was curious about the pro-

ject.  I therefore went to chat with the Site Agent.  He told me 

that they were installing “cathodic protection” - a system with 

which I am very familiar (from my 40 years in Civil Engineering).  

I thought that few people would know what cathodic protection 

was, so I wrote this note. 

Both steel and reinforced concrete structures exposed to water will 

rust despite best protective measures (paints, bitumen, concrete 

coverings etc.  Because the underpass is partly below the natural 

water table (as we all know only too well when the pumps fail!) it 

can be classed as a water retaining structure i.e. it is dry on one 

side and wet or damp on the other.  Steel plus water + air 

(oxygen) means only one thing - rust! 

A simple method of significantly reducing corrosion rates is to con-

nect the metal parts (in this case the concrete’s steel reinforce-

ment) to a more easily corroded "sacrificial metal" to act as the 

anode, usually zinc, aluminium or magnesium (similar to a natural 

battery).  The sacrificial metal then corrodes instead of the pro-

tected metal.  Periodically the “sacrificial metal” needs to be re-

placed because it will all be eaten-away by natural corrosive forc-

es; if not replaced then the steel will start to corrode again.    

Virtually all steel boats and ships have sacrificial anodes, so too do 

tidal flood barriers and many underground and coastal structures.  

The presence of salt significantly speeds corrosion.  In the case of 

the Henry Dixon Road underpass, it is far from the sea but it is in 

a very salty environment.  The salt comes from the winter road 

glitters, and the vehicle-induced spray is absorbed by the con-

crete, behind which is its structural steel reinforcement.  That’s it 

folks! 

John Macrae 
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Vegetable Hot pot with Cheesy Dumplings 

From Dorset.  Serves 4-6 

 2 oz butter 

 2 medium onions, peeled and sliced 

 2 cloves garlic peeled and crushed 

 1 oz plain flour 

 1 pint vegetable stock 

 ¼ pint white wine 

 2 medium parsnips, cut into ¼ inch slices 

 3 large carrots, cut into ¼ inch slices 

 2 sticks celery, cut into ¼ inch slices 

 8oz tinned red kidney beans, (drained) 

 8oz button mushrooms, wiped 

 ½ teaspoon dried mixed herbs 

 Salt and pepper to taste 

Dumplings 

 4 oz self raising flour 

 1 oz butter, softened 

 2 oz cheddar cheese, grated 

 1 level teaspoon dried mustard powder 

 Cold water 

Set oven to gas 4, 180 C 

Melt the butter in a large pan, add onions and garlic and cook 

gently till soft. 

Stir in the flour and cook for 2-3 minutes.  Remove from the 

heat and stir in stock and wine. Add all the other ingredients, 

season to taste.  Bring to a simmer and transfer to a large 

casserole dish.  Cover and cook in the oven for one hour.  To 

make the dumplings, rub the butter into the flour and stir in 

the cheese and mustard.  Add enough cold water, a small 

amount at a time to make a soft but not sticky dough.  Divide 

into small balls, about 10, and drop gently into the casserole 

and continue cooking, covered for a further 20-30 minutes.  

Serve hot 
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CATS and WATER BUTTS 

If you have a water butt please make sure it is covered at all times 

over recent weeks there have been some incidents of cats falling 

into water butts fortunately the cats have survived.  Thank You All 

Sky Notes March 2018 

Spring starts – at least astronomically speaking - on Tuesday 

March 20th at 4.16pm, the moment of the Vernal Equinox. Along 

with the Autumn Equinox, these are the only 2 days of the year 

when day and night are roughly equal across the whole of the 

Earth. In the northern hemisphere, the length of daylight is in-

creasing rapidly at this time – at about 4 minute per day.  

Clocks go forward an hour to British Summer Time at 1am on Sun-

day 25th March, such that in the last week of March, sunset is 

around 7.30pm BST and it is not fully dark until after 9pm.   

Having not had a Full Moon in February, we now get two in March ! 

The Moon will be full on the 2nd and the 31st. New Moon is on the 

17th so that once again, the best nights for star gazing will be in 

mid-month. At this time, the mid-evening sky is still dominated to 

the South by the winter constellations, with Sirius, the brightest 

star in the entire sky, in the South as it gets dark and with the twin 

stars of Gemini high above it. Orion is moving into the South West 

at this time, but still prominent. By the end of March, bright stars 

associated with summer – Vega and Deneb, may be seen rising in 

the North East just before midnight. 

The brighter planets continue to slowly improve. Looking to the 

South at around 5am on the 7th March, Jupiter is close by the 

waning gibbous Moon with Saturn and Mars to the left. Mars con-

tinues to brighten throughout March and by the end of the month 

is slightly brighter than Saturn. Mars and Saturn will also get closer 

together by the month’s end as we view them along our line of 

sight. In reality, Saturn is about 9 times further away from Earth 

than Mars at this time. All these planets will though be low down 

and it will need a good clear sky to see them at their best. 

Venus makes a welcome return to evening skies and might be seen 

low down in the West in twilight towards the end of the month. It 

will become much more prominent later in the Spring. 

The Spring Astro Evening will be held on Friday 23rd March, start-

ing at 7.30pm. The meeting place as usual is where the public 

footpaths meet at the concrete hard-standing next to the sharp 

bend where Park Road becomes Church Road. 
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Hopefully it will be clear and we will be able to view the Moon at 

first quarter through a telescope - this is an ideal phase to see de-

tails of mountains and craters. We will also have an opportunity to 

take images of the Moon and record star trails which reveal the col-

ours (temperatures) of stars and the rotation of the Earth. 

Also on the agenda will be viewing double stars through a tele-

scope and watching Arcturus rise - the brightest star in the North-

ern sky and a familiar "Herald of Spring" - it becomes more readily 

seen in the evening sky as winter fades out and the days get long-

er. 

Updates on Astro Evenings and notable events in the sky can be 

followed on facebook on the Rivenhall Observatory page. 

Sky Watcher 
End to End Nature Care. 

For the 21st February evening meeting I (Simon Taylor) gave a talk 

on biological recording, i.e. the activity of noting where and when 

plant or animal species are seen, identifying them accurately to 

species level, then sharing the data with others. It is an activity 

which has been undertaken from an intellectual perspective for 

centuries, with famous local naturalist John Ray being in the van-

guard; his Cambridge Catalogue of 1660 is considered by most to 

be the first county flora.  Modern conservation work and the moni-

toring of endangered or invasive species has very much enlivened 

the field of biological recording in recent decades and information 

technology has revolutionised how it can be carried out. 

For the last ten years or so it is an activity I have become more 

and more involved with. From actively compiling and submitting 

records to a number of bodies which hold and circulate data, I 

graduated to become the county recorder for Mollusca on behalf of 

the Essex Field Club (www.essexfieldclub.org.uk) and then in 2013 

I was elected to the role of Marine Census Recorder for the Con-

chological Society of GB & Ireland (www.conchsoc.org), coordinat-

ing their marine mollusc recording efforts. It is a fascinating and 

very rewarding activity, if a little demanding at times, and occa-

sionally embroiled with the sort of internal politics one would not 

expect from a field where collaborative effort is very much the spir-

it.  

The key point of the talk was to focus the group’s future efforts to-

wards carrying out more such recording during our activities. This 

does not necessarily mean doing anything different to our normal 

http://www.essexfieldclub.org.uk
http://www.conchsoc.org
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Weds 21st 
March 

8 pm 
Managing a Lowland Heath on the Essex 
Tiptree Ridge by Fred Boot. 

Friday 23rd  
March 

8 pm 

Outdoor astronomy evening with James Ab-
bott. Meet at 7:30pm at the concrete hardstand-
ing by the sharp bend in the Rivenhall/Silver End 
road (TL822187). Wear appropriate outdoor 
clothing – it gets cold. 

Weds 25th 
April 

7:15pm 

Cowslip Survey. Meet in the parking area at the 
bottom of the 
track to Tarecroft Wood (TL824171). 

sphere of field work but will require actively noting what we find, 

recording as accurately as possible where it is found and endeav-

ouring to correctly identify the species involved. If you are reading 

this and are interested yourself then we would love to hear from 

you. Perhaps you have some records yourself of birds that have 

visited your garden; maybe you are a keen photographer and have 

a picture record of wildlife seen on local walks; even just a single 

find, like newts or frogs in your garden pond, is worthy of note. Do 

feel free to contact me: details are below. 

This month (21st March at Silver End Bowls Club pavilion, £2 dona-

tion includes tea & biscuits) we have the prospect of a very enter-

taining talk from Fred Boot, an experienced speaker and local natu-

ralist. He has been involved in conservation work at Tiptree Heath 

for decades, almost since it was rewilded after being largely culti-

vated during and after WW2, and will be relating to us the methods 

involved and how they have been carried out (and funded) over the 

years. It promises to be a fascinating evening, well worth attend-

ing, and will be followed up with a visit to the Heath in the summer.  

Two days later we have another outdoor astronomy evening with 

James Abbott and then in late April there is enough evening light 

for our outdoor schedule to commence. For more information ring 

Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 388180 or visit our website 

www.e2e.silverend.org where you can also see photographs from 

our past activities. 

 

 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Comencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 
Witham & Braintree 

We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 01376 515987 or 

07889 110962 (9am – 5.30pm) 

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

 Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk


22 

 

DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The first meeting of 2018 was held in Rivenhall village hall on 

Tuesday 13th February. Chairman, Mrs Pat Clark, welcomed 

members and visitors and introduced our speaker, Jackie Allen. 

In 2017 Jackie and friend Jane visited China on an organised 

programme but with their own input at the end of the trip. They 

started by exploring Beijing - Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden 

City and the Summer Palace which was built in 1750 outside 

central Beijing to escape the summer heat. The Forbidden City is 

the former Imperial Palace from the Ming Dynasty 1420 to the 

end of the Qing Dynasty 1912 and consists of 90 Palaces and 

Courtyards, 980 buildings, 8,704 rooms occupies 178 acres. We 

saw photos of beautiful and intricate buildings with wonderfully 

ornate interiors. The Great Wall of China was next on the 

itinerary. The first Emperor of China combined various existing 

walls and fortifications into the very first Wall, however, much of 

what is seen today was built between 1368 – 1644. The total 

length of the Wall is 21,196 km. Jackie and Jane were able to 

walk some of the Wall which looked very exacting in places! The 

Eastern Qing Tomb Complex was also visited.  

The Emperors were very concerned with the after life and started 

building their tombs early in their reigns. In this area were the 

tombs of 5 Emperors, 15 Empresses and 136 Concubines. The 

tomb of Dowager Empress Cixi stood out for its luxurious 

decoration with all three internal halls decorated with gold 

coloured painting, gilded dragons and carved stone rails.  

The Terracotta Army was of course on the itinerary. Again, with 

a view to the after life, Qin Shi Huang began the construction of 

the Army in 246 BC after he ascended the throne aged 13yrs. 

The story of the discovery of the Army in 1974 is well known and 

the man who discovered the first artefact whilst digging for a 

well is now very famous. There are many thousands of soldiers, 

chariots, horses and artefacts in the four pits, many of them in 

remarkable condition, an astonishing sight with anticipation of 

many more items to be found.  

There followed more walking and seeing the non touristy China 

( the two Js being exceptionally fit! ) before they eventually 

reached Hong Kong for the return journey. Jackie was keen to 

point out that they had been warmly welcomed wherever they 

went with no restrictions whatsoever. Her enthusiasm and 
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knowledge, not to say her great photos made for a really 

interesting and enjoyable evening. 

The next Club meeting will be on Tuesday 13th March, 7.30pm 

in Rivenhall village hall. Our speaker will be Colin Ashby who will 

talk on Cricket Bat Willows. The competitions are Horticultural – 

A succulent pot plant. Domestic – 3 ginger biscuits. Flower of 

the Month. The Club was pleased to welcome four new members 

this month. Subscription for the year is £5 and entrance to each 

meeting is £1 to include refreshments. Junior membership is £1. 

New members and visitors are always welcome. For further 

details contact the Club Secretary on 01376 512781. 

 

BURNS  SUPPER  2018 

The annual Rivenhall & Silver End Burns Supper has been going 

from strength to strength ever since the Rev’d Nigel Cooper 

instigated it in 1990 – that’s 29 years ago!! 

Originally held in Rivenhall village hall, with the food cooked at 

home by Church members and brought along for the guests, the 

Burns Supper began life as a fundraiser for the repairs to St Mary’s 

roof. 

Very quickly the event outgrew Rivenhall village hall and was 

transferred to Silver End, where it has remained ever since; Jackie 

Allan now masterminds this colourful flamboyant occasion. 
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This year, on the stroke of p.m. on Saturday 3rd February, a tight 

band of very loyal and willing helpers descended on the village hall 

to set up, lay the tables, and help-out.  John and Alasdair Macrae 

transformed the hall from its rather bland shell to a dazzling arena 

bedecked with hanging tartans, Scottish flags and a flamboyant 

selection of Burns posters - amazing, 200 in all! 

While this was going on, stirring was a-foot in the kitchen.  Jackie 

O’Connell, our wizard caterer, had arrived with the feast; some of 

which required cooking, some just keeping warm, and some that 

needed mashing in due course.  The platters of cheese, biscuits and 

butter were arranged, ready for later distribution (there is always 

much to do). 

Our 168 guests found their seating allocations thanks to Ann Kerr’s 

clever seating plan.  John Macrae was our Master of Ceremonies and 

guided us through the evening.   

Tom Broderick piped in the beautifully adorned haggis, duly 

presented by mastermind Jackie Allan.  Guests Ian Samson 

delivered the traditional Selkirk Grace, and his wife Irene Addressed 

the Beastie, after which the meal of haggis, tatties and neeps was 

served (always better with a wee dram of whisky, but preferably 

more): the faint-hearted made do with sausages or vegetarian 

haggis.  Cheese, biscuits and shortbread followed.   

Jackie Allan delivered an amusing Immortal Memory with anecdotes 

on the life of Robbie Burns, after which we joyously raised our 

glasses to his name.  John then gave a very amusing Toast to the 

Lassies which, judging by the jocular calls from the audience, was 

very well received indeed. 

It was then time for the dancing, deftly called by our very own Sue 

Last.  The Music Makers played Scottish reels to the swirl of 

enthusiastic dancers.  There was no problem getting enough people 

up for a dance and it was lovely to see so many people wearing kilts 

and tartan accessories.  It was truly great to see so many younger 

guests revelling with us this year. 

During the interval we were treated to several sets of foot-tapping 

highland reels played by four bagpipers and a drummer, all 

beautifully turned out in their Scottish dress - quite a sight.  Many 

photos and video clips were taken, one of which went as far as Italy! 

This was followed by our traditional fundraising raffle, of course - we 

can’t hold an event without one!  Carole McCarthy masterminds this 
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and is always amazed at how generous people are. 

All good things have to come to an end and after a very busy but 

thoroughly brilliant evening, once again our magic helpers appeared 

and stayed to help with the clearing up - which is quite extensive.  

At the end of this, the heroic but weary souls made their way home 

to bed!! 

It must be said that this event only takes place because we have 

such a brilliant band of willing and able helpers.  So a massive 

THANK YOU to all those concerned - we really do appreciate your 

help.  We truly couldn’t do it without you.  A thank you too to all 

those who continue to support the Burns Supper, returning year in 

year out. 

 

THANK YOU 

Many thanks to everyone who kindly donated raffle prizes for the 

BURNS SUPPER in February. It was much appreciated and helped to 

realise a raffle profit of £300.  Carole McCarthy 
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The Life of a Marconi Field Service Engineer 

Part 2 By Peter Hope 

In the summer of 1977 I 

was sent to Oman which 

had been a British 

Protectorate until a few 

years earlier. I was to be 

working in the middle of 

the desert installing some 

very large Radio 

transmitting equipment. It 

is quite appropriate in this 

month of Lent that I should 

describe the heat and the 

desolation of the so called empty quarter which boarders 

southern Saudi Arabia. It is probably quite similar to the Sinai 

Desert where Jesus went to prepare for his mission on Earth. The 

picture on the cover this month was taken by me while in the 

Desert. 

I was issued with my trusty Blue Land Rover (See picture inside 

the back cover) and was initially stationed on the cost in a town 

called Ruwi close to Muscat the capital of Oman.  

The project provided some excellent recreational facilities 

including a beach club where I was able to learn to Water Ski and 

Sail a Dinghy. The first month was relatively straight forward 

working on the transmitter site near the coast. However I was 

then sent with a team of Engineers to take charge of the 

installation at Fahud in the middle of the desert close to the Oil 

Wells of the Petroleum Developments of Oman (PDO) operated by 

Shell.  

This was my first job in 

charge so I was quite excited 

and a little bit apprehensive. 

Fortunately I was lucky to 

have an excellent team of 

works fitters who taught me a 

lot about plumbing and 

electrical installations and 

how to read the drawings 

produced back at New Street. 
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How many plumbers get to solder 3.5 inch pipe work? 

After a few weeks I was told that an important piece of 

equipment needed for the installation had arrived at the coast 

and I would have to go and pick it up. So I drove in the Land 

Rover on my own 300 miles back across the Desert to collect 

this piece of equipment. After an overnight stay the item which 

was quite heavy and needed two people to lift it was loaded into 

the back of my Land Rover and off I went. The first 100 miles 

was along a Tarmac Road recently constructed to a town called 

Nizwa. Nizwa is now a popular tourist destination as the fort is a 

leading example of a 17th Century fort from this part of the Arab 

world  The locals here would sell visitors traditional Arab coffee 

pots and oil lamps which they claimed were thousands of years 

old. However I learnt from one of my site workers that they 

would bury them in the desert for a few years to make them 

look old and then sell them. 

On this Journey just after I had entered the dirt road through the 

desert. It started to rain very heavily with thunder and lightning 

the normally dry desert soon turned to lakes and large areas of 

water. As I learnt later these events are rare and occur on 

average once every 3 to 4 years! To make matters worse the 

Land Rover got a puncture. There was a spare wheel but 

unfortunately it was under the cargo in the back which I could 

not shift on my own. Feeling scarred particularly as every where 

started turning into a lake I was thinking this would be my last 

when a helpful Arab trader in a colourful Toyota Land cruiser 

arrived and offered his help  , he had few of his sons with him. 

Between us we managed to get my load out of the vehicle and 

retrieve the spare wheel with his help .I was soon on my way 

driving through the shallow lakes that used to be desert and so I 

learnt that the desert is not always dry. 

Something I noticed was that there were pools of water in 

various places across the desert. On closer inspection I was 

amazed to see hundreds of fish teaming in these pools .While I 

have researched about this fish on the internet I am not sure 

what the species is  , they looked dark in colour and about 2—4 

cms in length. 

One of the joys of living in the desert was the diversity of people 

we had working with us. First there were the Indian Goans  , 

they were working on the construction of the buildings that 

would house our equipment and also provided the chefs who 
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cooked our food my favorite dish was Lobster Thermidor. They all 

had wonderful Christian names, our chef was called Gabriel and 

one of his helpers was called Moses also Isaiah etc. We also had 

people from Baluchistan they were excellent and very hard 

working. They used to saw wood in a squat position so different 

from the way craftsmen in the U k work and fascinating to watch. 

After 6 months it was time to return to England for a break. So I 

went back to the coast to catch my flight home which was 3 am on 

Sunday morning On my last evening (a Friday) I was going to a 

party organized by some of the British Airways flight crew who 

stopped over to rest in Muscat. I was driving to the Al Falaj hotel 

when I was pulled over by a man in a white Mercedes who claimed 

to be the Chief of Police he was dressed very smartly in the robes 

of a Sultan. He proceeded to accuse me of trying to kill him as I 

had pulled out  in front of him to overtake the car in front .He was 

travelling at twice the speed limit but if you’re the chief of police 

you can do that! 

After a few minutes he told me to wait where I was for the local 

Police to come and interrogate me. After about ten minutes a car 

arrived and three uniformed officers arrived  one didn't look more 

than about 20 years old . As I didn't speak a word of Arabic and they 

didn't speak a word of English the interrogation didn't make much 

progress. They decided that they should impound the car and 

instructed me to follow them, however I pointed out to them the car 

had military plates and markings and I showed them my Military 

driving license. This seemed to scare them a bit so in the end they 

indicated they would let me keep the car but took my military 

driving license .They also indicated I should attend the police station 

in Muscat on the Sunday the first day of the working week for them. 

I quickly returned to our compound and with the help of Frank 

Field our local admin officer I went straight to the Airport. 

Fortunately I had my tickets as I was intending to travel the 

following night. I discovered that the crew who would fly me out 

were the same people  I had been on the beach with earlier in the 

day  , so I was rushed through  the security checks accompanied 

by members of the crew. I was soon on board and to my great 

pleasure my aircrew friends got me a seat in first class.  

So the fugitive flew home in style! I have not considered a trip 

back to the wonderful country of Oman since. 

Next time I will move on to Goonhilly downs in Cornwall 
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Farmhouse Burglary Advice 

After a successful few days giving crime prevention advice at this 

year’s Dog Show 6-8/2/18                 I thought it was a good time 

tailor this month’s advice a bit more to our rural communities.  

Houses in residential areas and isolated areas are equally at risk to 

burglary and the farm house is no different. The isolated residential 

house is likely to be empty during the day whilst the owner travels 

to a city to work, the farm house empty while you work on the land, 

and not surprisingly most burglaries occur during the daytime. 

In some cases farmers like many others believe it won’t happen to 

them “My parents never locked their doors when they went out and 

I never had a problem” unfortunately times are a changing. I have 

called at a farm house before now on a prearranged appointment to 

find no one in and the front door open, moments later a car arrives, 

they have just dropped a child at school “never thought about 

shutting the door”. It could be said that it would appear that 

someone in, but do you want to chance it, and there is strong 

possibility that your insurance would not pay out for any loss! 

There are some things you can do to reduce the risk of being a 

victim of burglary, here are ten tips to be going on with: 

 Ensure that you have good British Standard locks on your 

windows and doors, look for the Secured by Design and Sold 

Secure accreditation too. 

 Shut and lock all windows and doors whilst out of the house. 

 Put all tools outside away – A burglar prefers to use yours 

than bring his own. 

 Consider an intruder alarm either self-monitored or by a 

certified receiving centre, some can even be linked to CCTV 

viewable from mobile phones. Recommend that you get three 

quotes from NSI or SSAIB accredited alarm companies, for 

added assurance look for Trading Standards “Buy with 

Confidence” scheme. 

 Where possible fence and gate the rear with fencing and 

gates at least 1.8m, lock the gate too. 

 Especially where the public have access to the farm display 

rule setting signage to tell visitors where they are not 

welcome. 

 External lighting – Permanently light the house frontage with 

energy efficient lighting activated by a dusk till dawn sensor so 
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that as you approach your house at night you see all is well 

before you arrive, and the burglar is discouraged in 

approaching by the light. Other areas can be manually lit or 

PIR activated. If no one overlooks an area or will see the light 

on the only person to benefit from lighting elsewhere is the 

thief. 

 With the dark nights create the illusion of occupancy with 

lights on timers in rooms you would normally be in. Leave a 

radio on, there is even a fake TV that flashes lights resembling 

a TV being on.  Wellies outside the door, newspaper and 

glasses on chair by the window all looks like you are in. 

 Have a safe and lock your valuables in it, failing that with 

jewellery have two jewellery boxes, one with sacrificial 

jewellery (needs some good stuff) on display and hide the rest 

in a really good hiding place. Hopefully the burglar finds the 

box on display and does not look any further and you keep 

your treasured items? Don’t forget your firearms, don’t risk 

someone getting their hands on them and you losing your 

licence – always lock them away in a suitable cabinet. 

 Security mark your property with your post code and house 

number or first three letter of your house name, there are also 

a number of “forensic” marking solutions available. With IT 

activate or download security and tracking programs. Take 

photographs of treasured property with a scale included. 

For further advice see the Essex Police webpage 

www.essex.police.uk/advice/  or contact your local Crime 

Prevention Officer using the police non-emergency telephone 

number of 101. 

Bryon Coomer’s  ‘Swan Song’ -  

14th of April 2018 7.30 pm Braintree Male Voice Choir 

Together with a friend who is a member of the above choir we have 

decided to sponsor a performance of this event at St Mary’s Church 

Rivenhall with proceeds to be donated to Church Funds. For me, it is 

appropriate that this should be my last involved event in that when 

I first Came to Rivenhall I connected with Keith Coleman our past 

organist. We had similar backgrounds in that we had both been 

school headmasters. (My Dad was a pianist and church organist and 

wherever his occupation took us he was always in demand for 

events).   

http://www.essex.police.uk/advice/
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Keith and I both had a great interest in Music and Rugby , so I 

should finish where it all started. Keith would regularly provide me 

with transport take me to the Male Voice Choir concerts together 

with others he had involved and also to the Orchestral Friday night 

concerts at the Royal Festival Hall.. Away from the music after the 

11 am service at Rivenhall  , Keith and I would retire to 

Weatherspoon's in Witham and then to Keith’s house to watch 

Rugby (his TV was more modern than mine and had Sky). He 

therefore practically became one of the family.  

I therefore hope that for his memory and my finale and support for 

the church that you can attend this event.  Admission will be £6 on 

the door and we hope to provide a short extra item in both halves. 

 

Turning the pages of History 

Research by Tracy Scott 

This Month we start with March 1890 with the report of the bad 

Influenza pandemic that was sweeping the country - The influenza 

is slowly but surely abating in the village area.  The members of 

the Workman’s Hall Benefit Club have for the last month been 

paying double subscriptions to meet the demands made on it from 

the unusual number of sick members.  The extra subscriptions will 

not be needed after this week. 

Rivenhall Review March 1967 announces the R.A.F.A. that Miss 

Lynn Creasy and Miss Sally Ann Berry from the Youth Club have 

entered for this year’s Carnival Queen at Witham.  Both are from 

Silver End.  Come on, Rivenhall girls, what about it?  Don’t be shy! 

Church Hall car park from March 1967 From End to End informs us 

that the car park now stands ready for use and although 

accommodation is limited, they intend to extend the size of it 

during the year.  The urgency for opening up this new parking area 

was accelerated by the fact that the Rectory driveway is due to be 

dug up for new drainage. 

In 1988 St. Frances church held a Pancake Get Together and was 

enjoyed by all who came.  Thanks was given to Shirley Nash for 

making all the pancakes – they were delicious! 

1990 Gas supply coming to Rivenhall – work has now already 

started on laying the mains in Rockstone's Road!  
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Christmas Nativity Scene 

One or two of the figures in the St Mary’s Church Nativity Scene 

are slightly damaged, and the donkey had an accident this year, 

so the PCC have decided to get the whole set restored.  Many of 

you may have watched the programme the Repair Shack, where 

expert restorers bring old items back to life.  There are several 

different experts, and dolls, teddies, pictures, clocks, and many 

other things are restored to their former glory.  One of the experts 

is called Kirsten Ramsay.  She restores vases and ornaments and 

in the programme at Christmas she worked on a nativity scene 

similar to ours.  I contacted her and she readily agreed to repair 

our set. 

Following this we would like to show off the set in a more special 

way, maybe in the Chancel.  As the children enjoy helping us over 

the Christmas festivities, we have decided that it might be better 

for the children’s set to be knitted. 

I have managed to find a lovely pattern.  The figures are 10 inches 

tall. So nice and big.  We shall need the usual Holy Family figures, 

three Kings, at least three shepherds and assorted animals.  One 

of our parishioners has agreed to make a second stable, so all we 

need is willing knitters!  I will supply all that you require, wool, 

stuffing etc.  So if you would like to make a figure or an animal for 

the new nativity scene please contact me. 

Look forward to hearing from you! 

Ann Clarke, Churchwarden              01376 514825 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Taylor 571551 

Mobile Library March Wed 14th, 28th Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Womens Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 





Burns Supper 2018 Piping in the Hagis 

EASTER SERVICES 

25th March PALM SUNDAY   

9.30 am St Francis           Morning Prayer 

11 am St Mary’s             Holy Communion 

27th March 7.30 pm St Mary’s  

Stations of the Cross 

       28th March              St Francis 7.30 pm Compline 

  29th March St Marys 7.30 pm MAUNDY THURSDAY HC 

   30th March 10.15 am outside Coop SE Walk of Witness  

followed by Service 11 am at  SE Congregational Church 

            31st March Holy Saturday 

2 pm St Mary’s All Age Service with Easter Egg Hunt  

9.30 pm                                       Easter Eve Vigil Service 

                           1st April EASTER SUNDAY 

  9.30 am                                        St Francis HC 

  11.00 am                                      St Mary’s HC 


